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THE INDIANS HAVE DECIDED TO PURCHASE 50 MIG-23 FLOGGERS FRON THE
| USSR. FOR FINANCIAL REASONS. THE MIG-23 IS INDIA'S MOST LIKELY
CHOICE. BUT SUCH A DECISION HAS NOT BEEN CONFIRMED.

FINANCTAL REASONS ASIDE~ ACTUALLY THE INDIAN AIR FORCE HAS
CONTINUALLY INDICATED A PREFERENCE FOR THE BRITISH JAGUAR. THE
ATR FORCE MAS BEEN UNWILLING TO ACCEPT THE MIG-23 BECAUSE OF ITS

" SHORT RANGE. INABILITY TO REACH A SPEED OF MACH E2. AND INFERIOR
| NAVIGATIONAL SYSTEM. THE INDIANS ALSO ARE WORRIED THAT THE
" VARIABLE WING AIRCRAFT WILL BE DIFFICULT TO MAINTAIN. ESPECTALLY
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IF A DECISION TO BUY THE MIG-23 RATHER THAN THE JAGUAR HAS
BEEN NADE. THE CONTRACT PROBABLY HAS NOT BEEN SIGNED YET. MOST
DEALS OF THIS MAGNITUDE ARE FINALIZED BY THE CHIEF OF THE SERVICE
INVOLVED OR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. INDIA'S SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
HAS NOT BEEN To MOSCOW SINCE EARLY SUNMMER. AND ALTHOUGH THE CHIEF
OF THE AIR FORCE HAD_BEEN SCHEDULED TO VISIT MOSCOW IN AUGUST.
THE TRIP WAS CANCELLED BECAUSE OF THE UNRESOLVED NMIG-23 ISSUE.

a rerort of Last oune N 25%1%6
INDICATED THAT THE MIG-23 DEAL WOULD INCLUDE LICENSED PRODUCTION OF
THE AIRCRAFT BECINNING 1IN 1978. THE CURRENT REPORT. HOWEVER-
PROVIDES NO CONTRACT DETAILS. E-2 IMPDET.d
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